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Did you know?

There are two nesting
pairs of Golden Eagles
on El Cajon Mountain
which the project en-
vironmental impact
report states will be
killed as a result of
this project. Collateral
Damage which SDG&E
is willing to accept.
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River of Tears on El Monte Valley
By Laura Cyphert, resident of El Monte Valley

The EI Monte Valley
in Lakeside, is one of
San Diego’s back-
country gems. It's most
recognizable feature is
El Cajon Mountain,
(nicknamed “El Cap”)
which is a 3,000 foot
granite monolith jutting
up from the river valley
floor. An estimated
200,000 San Diegans
visit this valley annually
for a variety of recrea-
tional pursuits, including
hiking, cycling, boating,
fishing, paragliding, rock
climbing and horse back
riding.

While EI Monte Val-
ley is just 15 minutes
from the City limits, this
valley still retains the
pristine views that were
once gazed upon by the
Kumeyaay people,
whose ancestors lived
on these lands. In fact,
the area that is now
known as El Capitan
Reservoir and El Monte

Park was formerly
ﬂ the location of a
N

Paraglider’s view of EI Monte Valley

thriving Kumeyaay
_village.

In 1932, the
City of San Diego
built the EI Capitan
dam, and in the
process forced out
the Kumeyaay

from Blossom Valley jump site

s

families that lived in the
valley. To this day, the
Kumeyaay people re-
count this tragedy as the
“River of Tears.”

“l was six years old,
and | can still remember
watching the remnants
of the Indian houses
floating down the river,”
recounts an 82 year old
valley resident who has
lived in the valley her
entire life.

To this senior citizen
and others who now re-
side in this valley, the
pre-history of this region
has not gone unnoticed.
Most properties in the
valley have numerous
historic cultural sites,
including remnants of
the villages that once
stood here.

The planned route of
the Sunrise Powerlink
blazes right through this
historic valley, crossing
over cultural sites and
directly across the face
of El Cajon Mountain.

When an SDG&E-
hired archeologist was
recently asked (last
week) if SDG&E had
surveyed this area for
cultural sites, he said
that his understanding is
that this is planned for
“sometime” in the future,
though he was not sure
when.

Surveys of cultural
impacts are required as
part of a complete envi-
ronmental impact report,
which means they
should have been com-
pleted long before the
route was even consid-
ered for approval.

The lack of consid-
eration of cultural im-
pacts is shocking to the
people of this valley.

“If they had done the
proper surveys and con-
sultations before this
route was approved, we
would have raised these
and other concerns,”
said Milt Cyphert, valley
resident.

s |

El Monte Valley view of EI Cajon Mountain (EI Cap)
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Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians File Appeal

On March 23, 2009, the Viejas Bank of Kumeyaay Indians filed their appeal against the federal Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) challenging the agency’s “Record of Decision” on the Sunrise Powerlink. The ap-
peal states that SDG&E's proposed transmission line will impact sacred Native American cultural and reli-
gious sites, among other noted impacts. In addition, the appeal states that the BLM failed to (meaningfully)
consult with the Viejas Band on the impacts of the project, as required by Federal law, before approving the
project.

This appeal brings the number of BLM appeals to at least three. On March 21, 2009, the Protect Our Com-
munities Foundation, ECCAC, and Back Country Against the Dump filed an appeal against the federal Bu-
reau of Land Management, and on March 11, 2009, Kathryn Rhodes and Conrad Hartsell, MD of Pt Loma

filed their appeal.

El Monte Valley-continued from pg 2

SDG&E contends
that there was public
notification of the pro-
¢ ject, adding that it was
§ only required to notify

feet of the line.

Because the route
| runs through an unde-
veloped “designated

scenic corridor”, there were few homeowners to
notify. In addition, because there were no known
on-site surveys until AFTER the approval, there
were far less chances, risks, and opportunities for
residents to discover that a project was in consid-
eration.

“Cultural impacts are just one of the significant
impacts they failed to consider,” adds Milt Cyphert.

“They also failed to consult with the local fire ju-

homeowners within 300

risdiction. Our local fire
department is con-
cerned because this
project limits the ability
of firefighters to fight
fires in the valley, and it
significantly increases
the likelihood of a catas-
trophic wildfire.”

To join the
Save El Monte
Valley group
please contact

Laura at

“If the proper proce-
dures had been followed
and they had still de-
cided to plow over our cultural and natural re-
sources, and subject us to renewable firestorms,
that would have been unfortunate, but perhaps
legal. However, the way they did this, bypassing
our community and short-cutting the required
process, is no different than what the City of San
Diego did to the Kumeyaay people in 1932".

“Not much has changed,” said Milt.
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Sempra Celebrates at

Sempra Energy (SRE), the parent com-
2009 that it sees earnings next year grow-
ting 2010 expectations above Wall Street's.

East County Community Action Coalition

Profit

above
all else!
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Annual Meeting

pany of SDG&E, announced in March
ing 15% from this year's estimate, put-
Much of the earnings, says Sempra, will

be tied to construction of SDG&E's $2 billion Sunrise Powerlink transmission line. While utility cus-
tomers will pay for the new line, SDG&E will earn a guaranteed 11.5% rate of return for operating
it, under federal regulations.

The Utilities Consumer Action Network estimates that this will be a 9% rate increase for San
Diego ratepayers. Meanwhile, SDG&E could earn $1.5 billion over the life of the project, accord-

ing to regulatory estimates.

At a recent ECCAC
meeting | learned some
news that | found to be
completely disturbing.

The gal sitting next to me
mentioned that she was
finally about to get a
manufactured home on
her property after losing
her home in the Cedar
Fire in 2003. Only now she
could not get Home Own-
ers Insurance. The rea-
son given to her was that
she was in a High Risk
Fire Zone and additionally,
“due to the proximity of
the Sunrise Powerlink to

her house.”

Twice Burned by Katrina Russell

As | listened to this
news | could feel my
mouth hanging open —in
shock and disgust. Soon
| realized that EVERY
person at my end of the
table had lost their home
in the Cedar fire — just
as | had. While the no-
tion that those of us who
have already gone
through such life-
changing loss were the
same ones who were in
the fire path again was
not new to me, however
this news renewed my
anger.

| started think-
ing...remembering, that

| after the fire, our elected

officials were quick to

=Z# come to the news cam-

eras to tell us all that
there would be investi-

"« gations to see where the

break-downs occurred

%2 during the Cedar Fire.
' We were led to believe

that “they” cared.

But knowing what we

know now, and remem-
bering that LIVES were

lost in the Cedar Fire, it
made me so angry that E |
some of the same people LS.
would support a project |
which it is known will in-
crease the likelihood of
another catastrophic fire. =
That is unfathomable to
me. It would be one
thing if we had NO other
options and it was for the
greater good of the com-
munity — however this is
NOT the case. All of this
selective memory of the
horrendous impacts of
the fire is something we
must NOT allow to con-
tinue.

026,208

| urge everyone to
please share the infor-
mation about this pro-
ject with your children.

Katrina Russell is resi-
dent of Chocolate Canyon
in Alpine, and has been an
instrumental member of our
community coalition.

Thank you Katrina for all

you do.

My children are all
now young adults and |
know, just like for myself
—on a hot day, when the
wind is up and we smell
a fire, our stomachs
tighten and we have to
struggle to find compo-
sure...DO NOT FORGET
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Win Prizes in the Opportunlty Drawmg
Live Music, Raffle, Pony Rides, Hayrides, Rodeo Roper and more

Tickets on Sale Now:!
Call Pam at 619-442-5354

Or email muscat34@gmail.com
Fundraising has never been so much FUN ITT
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Running for a Cause

Back in April 2007, Denis Trafecanty of Santa Ysabel ran to keep
the Powerlink out of the Anza Borrego Desert State Park, finishing a 50-
Mile Benefit Run in just 13 hours, 0 minutes and 30 seconds. This was
just one of the racing events that Denis joined in order to raise funds
and awareness about the Sunrise Powerlink. When SDG&E changed
the “preferred” route to the Southern Route, Denis did not put away his
running shoes.

“I've done a lot of running during my lifetime, but | only started 26
years ago when | turned 40. The training is very healthy for mind and
body, and the 100 milers are healthy for your mind. I'm a fairly intense
competitor, even though I'm slowing down as | get older,” says Denis.

Throughout the three years that Denis and his wife Glenda have been fighting against Sunrise Powerlink,
they never wavered from the basic opinion that the line was not needed in north county or south county.
When the CPUC and SDG&E suddenly picked the Southern route, Denis states that many from the media
attempted to get him to declare his efforts in north county as “successful”, but he did not feel that way.

“Many from north county have backed away from the fight and I'm doing my best to bring them back into
the fold. The fight is not over”. Denis warns north county residents that, “once this line is in the Southern
county, it will be headed for the north through Santa Ysabel, Mesa Grande, Warner Springs and on up to Los
Angeles. The fight is not over.”

On May 9, 2009, Denis will participate in a 50-mile benefit run in an effort to obtain per mile pledges to
support our cause. Info on the run can be found at www.pct50.com. The run route goes past areas which are
on the approved “Southern route” for the Sunrise Powerlink.

You can support Denis and help STOP the Sunrise Powerlink by pledging a donation to the Protect Our
Communities Foundation towards his run. Please email Denis at denis@Vvitalityweb.com or contact Laura at
619-390-8119 to make a pledge or for more info on pledges.

Thank you Glenda and Denis for all you have done, and all you continue to do!

TOGETHER WE CAN
Your dollar is one more vote to STOP the Sunrise Powerlink

www.EastCountyAction.org
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Legal workshop - Find out your property rights

Continued from page 1

We are currently assessing
the number of participants, and
will then determine the time and
location.

The workshop will give im-
pacted property owners a
chance to meet with an attorney

URGENT NOTICE

PLEASE report to ECCAC
any disruptive activities
by SDG&E, including
ground moving or
disturbances such as
helicopters near Golden
Eagle sites or in Big Horn
Sheep territory.

Info@EastCountyAction.org

Thank you for this issue’s sponsor

Vitalityweb sells personal comfort and health care
products directly to consumers such as massage
chairs, anti-gravity recliners, and office chairs like

the Herman Miller Aeron Chair.

g 'Sponsor a Newsletter

can Sponsor a newsletter. For Sponsor-

and find out answers to common
questions, such as:

e Can | refuse to allow SDG&E
surveyors on my property?

e Are they required to give me
advance notice of their visits?

e How will they determine the
value of my property which they
seek to take by eminent do-
main?

e Is the price negotiable?

e What if the lines make my par-
cels un-usable?

e Whatif | agree to their terms
and then the Sunrise Powerlink

Project is terminated?
e And many more.....

Because time is of the essence, we
plan to have this workshop this
month.

This workshop is FREE be-
cause everyone deserves to know
their legal rights.

Donations to underwrite this
event are needed, welcomed and
appreciated!

If you are interested in partici-
pating, please notify Laura at
info@eastcountyacton.org or call
619-390-0900 and leave a mes-
sage.

DONATE TODAY

You or your community or organization

ship information, please contact Laura at

Our legal options expand with every
$1 donated.

Please make checks payable to:

Protect Our Communities Fund

c/o ECCAC

13465 Camino Canada

Ste 106-PMB 256
El Cajon, CA 92021

The Protect Our Communities Foundation is a quali-
fied 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation.

Newsletter submissions needed—
please send to info@eastcountyaction.org.

VITALITYWEB
WWW.BACKSTORE.COM
- i —;8\0\0_'7\9\6 —\9\6 5'\6

Are you interested in being the editor for the
ECCAC? We need your help.

“Their Prices are the best in the US! “ Volunteers are needed for upcoming

Thank you Co-owners Tom & Denis Trafecanty events. Please email for more info.



